[image: image1.png]


 

INSTITUTION OF FIRE ENGINEERS

(Republic of Ireland Branch)

Branch Newsletter January 2012

         Branch Web Address www.ife.ie








Dear Members,


May I on behalf of the Branch Council wish each and every one of you a Happy and Prosperous New Year! In the uncertain climate we face this coming year, membership of the Institution is of considerable advantage. As you are aware at this time of year we are obliged to pay our annual subscription to the Institution. There has been a modest increase in costs due to the less favorable sterling-euro exchange rate.





The current and last years subscription rates are noted on our web site www.ife.ie. Any member who is in arrears for a number of years can bring himself or herself back into benefit by forwarding two years current subscription. When you consider the receiving of a monthly Journal and access to the Institutions Web site it is good value for money. Below you will find your current information held on our database and the payment due.  If any detail is incorrect please contact me as Membership Secretary.





Paul L’Estrange 


MSc BSc PGradDip MIFireE MIEI


Branch Hon. Secretary














I am very honoured to have been elected IFE Republic of Ireland branch president (2011-2013).  I thank James Farrell (immediate past president) for his able stewardship of our branch.  2012 will be a difficult year for the economy. However, Fire engineering advances as a distinct engineering discipline of equal standing with our professional colleagues. The IFE has worked with DIT in 2011 to facilitate the successful launch of the Bachelor of Engineering Technology (BEngTech) in Fire Engineering, Level 7. We also had a very successful Fire safety seminar “Sharing Solutions for Healthcare Fire Safety”.  The IFE informs   members through technical sessions, exam classes, website and our annual conference. 





There are public and private sectors employment opportunities for our specialist fire expertise due to building regulation and health and safety requirements.  I strongly urge all members to develop their career through ongoing continuing professional development. I pay tribute to the hard working members of our Branch and all who support the IFE. Special thanks are due to our guest speakers, lecturers and tutors at our exam classes, technical sessions and at our annual Fire safety seminar.  We continue to welcome new members to our profession. For further information feel free to consult our web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie� On behalf of our Branch I wish you peace, success and happiness in 2012. 


Peter Bluett 


MSc Fire Eng, Dip Arch, BSc Arch, CEng MIFireE, MRIAI, MIEI


BRANCH PRESIDENT 








Annual Fire Safety Seminar 2012


The IFE (Republic of Ireland) Branch annual fire safety seminar 2012 is currently being planned for the autumn. All are encouraged to make a special effort to attend this year. All members will be circulated once the details are finalised.   Updated information will be posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie�





News…..News…News 


The IFE is the only approved Awarding Body dedicated to the fire sector with   recognition of the Office of the Qualifications and Examinations Regulator UK (Ofqual) We are working with IFE UK, HETAC and FETAC to achieve Irish equivalent recognition in line with EU agreements of IFE exams within the Irish national framework of qualifications. Further info � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.co.uk" ��www.ife.co.uk�  


News…..News…News


The IFE will have a stand at the FM Ireland incorporating Health & Safety Ireland at the RDS, Main Hall, 22-23 Feb 2012. For further information see � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie�  








  Technical sessions 2012





A series of successful technical sessions were undertaken in the Eastern area in 2011. A further programme of technical sessions is planned for 2012 both in the Eastern and Southern areas. More details on this will be posted on � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie�.








IFE international General Assembly 2012





The International General Assembly is scheduled to take place on the 27th & 28th February 2012 at IFE Headquarters, Stratford-upon-Avon.  UK and international Branch representatives are invited to attend. The current IGA Leader is Mr Mark Reilly from the Australian branch.  Mr Brian Burke Republic of Ireland Branch delegate and Peter Bluett Alternate Delegate will attend to represent the Irish Branch.  Information on the general assembly is available on � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.co.uk" ��www.ife.co.uk�








Workshop  Public Consultation - Review of Part B (Fire Safety)


Building Regulations 1997 – 2006


Mr James Farrell (EAG), Mr John McCarthy (SAG) and Peter Bluett (IFE President) attended on behalf of the IFE  a half day work shop session organised by the Department at Dublin Castle on the 18th January 2012.There were representatives from a range of professional organisations; Government and semi-state bodies; the building and fire related industry at the event. John Barry of the department Chaired and a presentation was also made by Chris Barry who is coordinating the review. The Department has recently appointed Arup to undertake a review of Fire detection and alarm systems in private residential. Other reviews are also proposed to be undertaken.














Public Consultation - Review of Part B (Fire Safety) -


Building Regulations 1997 - 2006





The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Mr. Phil Hogan,T.D.,  has announced the commencement of a comprehensive review of Part B (Fire Safety) of the Building Regulations and the 2006 edition of the related Technical Guidance Document B.  An initial public consultation process is under way which is of interest to the IFE and its Members. The Minister now invites submissions in relation to the following:


Identifying those elements in Part B (Fire Safety) of the Building Regulations and Technical Guidance Document (TGD) B which require amendment/revision; and;


Specific proposals for changes in the elements identified at (1) above.


Latest Submission date 12 noon on Friday 24th February 2012.


Further details available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie�   and � HYPERLINK "http://www.environ.ie" ��www.environ.ie�























International IFE AGM & Conference 


Will be held at:


The Stratford Manor Hotel, Warwick Road, Stratford-upon-Avon on the 4/5 July. 2012. The theme of this year's conference is:


“New Technologies


in the Fire World “


Further details will be published in � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie�, Fire Risk Management and on the IFE's UK website shortly. The location is readily accessible from Ireland and IFE members are encouraged to consider attending as part of annual CPD

















Southern Area Group report 


The SAG Committee has had two recent meetings were the emphasis is on education. Waterford has been established as an exam centre once again and the SAG has established six classes to assist those taking exams. It is the intention of the group to work for introduction of a Fire Engineering degree similar to the one in Bolton Street in the Southern Area. The group plans to hold a technical session in May on Working at Heights and Rope Rescue (details to follow on � HYPERLINK "http://www.ife.ie" ��www.ife.ie� ). From the membership perspective we have had a number of additions including new members from Waterford County, Clare and Kilkenny sitting on the Committee. There is a lot of activity at the moment and we are looking forward to a great 2012.

















